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From Small Engmes to Big Iron - Alistair in his own words

A career that began with small engines grows into something
larger

If you ask Alistair where his confidence with tools came from, he'll
credit a combination of early curiosity, a supportive dad, and the
hands-on learning environment he found at Bendix Academy.
Today he works as both a welder and a locomotive engine
tchnician, building a future on skills that began with small engines,
and grew into something much larger than he expected.

Watching his dad work with tools planted the first seeds of interest,
but Bendix was the place where interest became action. In the
workshop he discovered that tools weren't intimidating, they were
" empowering. He remembers thinking, "Anybody could do it. And |
Alistair as an early student learning woodwork realized | could do it too.”
Those early lessons built the foundation for everything that followed. Each lesson added confidence and understanding, and working
alogside mentors showed Alistair how real-world skills could turn into real opportunities. Small
engines soon led to welding, fabrication, and eventually a job maintaining full-size locomotive
engines, machines a far cry from the ones he first opened on the workbench.

Today Alistair works as both a welder and locomotive engine technician, carrying with him not
just the skills he learned at Bendix Academy, but the mindset that came with them: patience,
problem-solving, curiosity, and the belief that he could take on challenges bigger than he ever
imagined. What began as a simple spark at Bendix Academy now powers the work he does
every day, proof that sometimes the smallest engines start the biggest journeys.

Learn more about how Bendix Academy is working today to restore mechanical self-reliance ~ Alistair and Todd sharing a memory during
a chance encounter years later.
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WE ARE BUILDING a place for generations to explore, teach, and learn the mechanical world together, creating Tomorrow’s Toolmen Today.



